
This Request for Proposals (RFP) is for qualified practitioners and teachers in 
design, planning, community development, community organizing, philanthropy, 
social entrepreneurship and related disciplines to propose workshops for Design 
Futures: Public Interest Design Student Leadership Forum. The forum is a five-day, 
interdisciplinary convening bringing together student leaders from across the country 
with practitioners and university-faculty to learn and discuss best practices in social 
equity and community impact.

The University of Virginia will host the 4th annual Forum from May 23rd through the 
27th (previous conferences held at the University of Texas-Austin in 2013, Tulane in 
2014, and University of Kansas in 2015), and supported by a consortium of leading 
member schools and funders from across the country. With three very successful 
Forums behind us, we are excited to expand our practitioner-faculty network even 
farther and attract a broader base of the leading thinkers in this emergent field to 
share lessons learned, contribute to this professional network, and support the 
growth of our future leaders.

BACKGROUND

At the Design Futures Public Interest Design (PID) Student Leadership Forum, we 
frame the conversation broadly, but try to engender leadership and skill-building for 
future leaders hoping to use design as a tool for social equity and positive change 
in underserved communities. Our guiding principles include striving to build the 
next generation of leadership in the field; continuing to diversify the ecosystem of 
PID in terms of discipline, background, race, gender, and scale; elevating the rigor 
and critical capacity of PID curricula; and curating a national network of thought 
leadership drawn from contributing universities and practitioner-faculty committed 
to the advancement of the field. We do this through the five-day forum, as well as 
through the nurturing of our student and faculty (both practitioner and academic) 
networks, and our consortium of committed member schools. Our goal is to foster 
peer-based professional development through enrichment and critique and to counter 
the dispersed nature of this emergent movement by creating opportunities for 
collaboration and collective innovation.

For more detailed information about the event and its evolution, please look over our 
website and the annual yearbooks produced: http://dfstudentforum.org/yearbooks. 

WORKSHOP PROPOSALS

We’re looking for workshop proposals that show skills and examples of how to use 
design as tool for social equity and positive impact and build upon the interdisciplinary 
nature of the field. Examples of previous workshops include “Business Models of PID,” 
“Making Design Civic,” and “Human-Centered Design.” Descriptions and feedback of 
previous workshops can be found in the Forum’s Yearbooks or under the 
each past forum’s “workshops” page. 
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Workshops must:

Be interactive experiences for all student participants. While it is typically 
necessary to have a lecture style introduction to the workshop, it should be 
brief and prepare the students for some kind of ‘hands on’ interactive learning 
experience.

Address the core mission of Design Futures, which is leadership development in 
the emergent PID field.

Have clear learning objectives that are tied to developing specific skill sets.

Be appropriate for a multi-disciplinary student group. While the majority of 
student participants are attending schools of design and/or planning, we also 
have students coming to this work host students from different fields such as 
urban ecology, engineering, public health, business, etcetera.

Fit into either a 1.5 or 3 hour time slot. The schedule accommodates two different 
workshop lengths. Proposals should be formatted to adhere to either a shorter 
(1.5 hour) or longer (3 hour) workshop slot. 

Provide a “takeaway for practice” handout or resource (e.g. best practices list, 
community engagement workshop types list, “my path to PID,” etc.)

As the Forum reaches its fourth year, we are specifically encouraging:

Interdisciplinary partnerships. Applicants are strongly encouraged to co-conduct 
workshops with colleagues to demonstrate the interdisciplinary nature of the field. 
(Past interdisciplinary workshops have included partnership of grantor/grantee for 
“Mission Based Fundraising,” e.g.). We encourage applicants to consider partnering 
with members of the community in which they work, colleagues, clients, civic 
leaders, etc. 

Continued emphasis on equity and diversity. We are encouraging workshop topics 
not fully explored in previous years, such as: Community Organizing, Issues in Rural 
Communities, Immigration/Refugee Crisis, Climate Change, Systems Thinking, 
Equitable Technology/App Development

Interested presenters must provide the following for review by the Design Futures  
2016 Curriculum Committee:

Name
Contact Info
Partner Presenters (if applicable)
1.5 or 3 hour time slot
Proposed Workshop Title
Proposed Workshop Abstract 
Learning Objectives (at least three bullet points)
Example(s) of Possible Exercises
Example(s) of a “takeaway for practice”
Relevant Past Experiences

W O R K S H O P 
R E Q U E S T  F O R 

P R O P O S A L S

Please submit proposals to 
admin@dfstudentforum.org no later 

than Friday February 19th, 2016.



Successful applicants will be paid a $1,500 honorarium (per person for up to two 
presenters) that is expected to cover all travel and accommodation costs. There 
will be a local hotel identified with special discounted rates for Design Futures 
faculty. Most meals during the event are included, and we will also coordinate two 
evening ‘working dinners’ where the Design Futures faculty cohort convenes to build 
relationships, discuss their work as a peer group, and collectively explore the growth 
of public interest design and related fields.

Design Futures faculty are also expected to commit at least a day and a half of their 
time to participating in Forum events—most of our colleagues find attending other 
sessions to be quite beneficial to their own professional development, and they find 
engaging deeply with high quality students to be energizing and enriching as well.

In addition to the honorarium, accepted faculty will also receive access to the Design 
Futures Faculty Linked In group where they can further connect with social impact 
thought leaders and receive access to academic and professional resources. They 
will also receive an invitation to attend an annual faculty retreat where participants 
share challenges, opportunities, and models in teaching and practice.

Workshop proposals are due no later than Friday February 19th, 2016. All 
proposals will be reviewed and presenters will be notified of their selection by March 
11th. Please submit proposals to admin@dfstudentforum.org.
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